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Voice

Piano

Re

p dolce

- -

Allegro moderato (q = c. 68)

p

pedal ad lib. unless marked otherwise

mem ber- now thy Cre a- tor- in the days of thy

3

youth,

5

c

c

c



range:



Vanitas

for voice and piano (2023)

for Roland Kessler

Justin Lapierre (*1998)

palimpsest on J. S. Bach: bwv 772

 and H. Purcell: z. 626

 

text: Ecclesiastes 12: 1-8 (kjv)
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{

while the e vil- days come not, nor the years draw

7

nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no

9

plea sures- in them, no plea sures- in them; while the

11

sun, or the light, or the moon, the moon or the stars be not dark ened,-

13




















3















 
   

 
         

 





  

   
 

 


      

 




   
 




   

   
 




  

     
 

       






  
   

 
 



  
   

 




   
 

   
 

   
 

   


    
 










 ™     


 

    

   

     


   

 
     

 
     

 
     

 


   
 

    
         





   
 



  
   

 

 
 

 




   
  





 ™ 
    

 
 

 
 

 
     

  

2



{

{

{

nor the clouds, re turn- af ter- the rain: In the day,when the keep ers- of the

15

house shall trem - - - -

17

ble,

f

- shall trem

p

ble,- and the
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f p

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4
c

3

4
c

3

4
c



3

3








3



   


    





    

      











   ™

   




 
 

    

 ™ 


 




   



 

   
   

 



   
  

 






    

       



   


 ™   ™ 

       



 
 

 



  ™
 



  
 ™ 

    
 

       
   

 



   

  





™

™


 

 

 



3



{

{

{

strong men shall bow them selves- and the grin ders- cease be cause- they are

20

few, and those that look out of the win dow- be dark - -

22

ened,- - - - - -

24
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{

{

and the doors shall be shut in the streets when the grind ing- is

26

low;

pp

And he, and

rit. 
28

pp

he shall rise up, and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird,

accel. 
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Tempo I (q = c. 68)
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and he shall rise up, And

f

all the

34

f

daugh ters- of mu sick- - - shall

37

be brought low; Al so- when they shall be a-

40
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{

fraid, O when they shall be a fraid,- O when they shall

43

be a fraid,- a fraid- of that which is high, a fraid,-

rit. 

46

pp misterioso

and

accel. a tempo (q = c. 68)

49

pp misterioso, distant like a memory
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optional: vocalist slowly makes their way towards

                 the stage wings, still in view of audience
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fears shall be in the

52

way, and the al mond- tree shall flou -

54

rish, and the
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grass hop- per- shall be a bur den,- and de sire-

58

shall fail, be cause- man go eth- in -
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to- his long home,
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optional: vocalist slowly goes into stage wing,

                  sings from backstage out of 

                  audience view until the end.
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and

pp (louder if singing from backstage)

the mour ners,- the mour ners- go a bout- the streets;

69

ppp

Or e ver the sil ver- cord be loosed or the gol den-

74

bowl be bro ken,-

ppp

Or
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the pitch er- be bro ken- at the foun
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{

tain- Or the wheel bro ken- at the cis - tern.

81

pp

strike soundboard strings with palm of hand

mp

pp

p
mp



Then

mp

shall the dust, re turn- to the earth as it was: and spi rit-

86

p

shall

f

re turn,- re

p dolce

turn- un to- God

pp
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f
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who gave it

ppp

Vanity of 

vanities,

p

all,

mf

is vanity.

pp
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slap lowest few strings with palm

(no dim.)

(sudden truncated 

silence)





Voice

3 

spoken, 

calm and solemn
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