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Composer’s Note

In the poem ‘Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard’ by the 18" century
English poet Thomas Gray, the poet illustrates his lament by comparing it to a
dim horizon at sunset:

Now fades the glimmering landscape on the sight,
And all the air a solernn stillness holds,

Save where the beetle wheels his droning flight,
And drowsy tinklings lull the distant folds.

This piece illustrates the fading nature of this stanza by manipulating a
quote from the incipit of the Rondeau from J.S. Bach’s Keyboard Partita No. 2
in C minor, BWV 826 (shown below). Bach’s toying with first inversion tonic
harmony in this timeless two-voice keyboard piece creates an illusion of oases
of false major tonality floating in a sea of minor tonality; | find this fosters a kind
of nostalgic affekt, hence it stands here to represent a memory which is slowly
distorted and modified gradually throughout the whole of the piece until it has

faded completely near the end, dissolving into flautando open strings.
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a solemn stillness holds

for string quartet
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*) The composer acknowledges the issues in intonation which are prone to arise from playing without vibrato, especially in unison
with other players. The senza vibr. markings search to create a ghostly heterophonic sound akin to that of Arabic rebabs or a

consort of viols. Therefore, small descrepancies in tuning are not unwelcome in this context.
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do not represent the exact number of repetitions, which is ad /ibitum.

a solemn stillness holds

The headless stems within the feathered beams only represent the overall gesture of speeding up and slowing down. They
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